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ight infome momentoms Truths,above what he 


he Chrifbian Sabbath 

elett ae ches firft conver 

with God, are u{ually ¢ 


sand 

Ean ringing out the: light thefe' Truths, 

bles 

hurches... For, ‘whereas. they rofesup from ah 


Diferpl 


that God hath honoured them ae 3 


ime both atvonce, together with kas 


T 
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hurche AG ‘the of th 
dy the: Hierarchy, contimuing >. which for many years toe only 
exercifed great menfure,the authori Dragon. 
intade smuge of the Boalt, canfed as would mee 
it vo be thts the had donb: beffe 


- 


all along, and bath iw a good accom pliffed. 
bere begun, the Lor. nupon t ftandings of of his 
fers. feryants,. th [uch an ‘ev ideuce iuthefe things, as 
everpowred their onfciences and conftrained them to bear a pub- 
hick teftrmony againft remainders of Antichrift inthe Land. In- 
we from thas time, \tilt-the. day of downfal of ally rhe Hics 
CS ¢ whom andwhefle-right hand 


and preach, and pray, and weep, 
‘and. repift, and: Sor the: 
nok orilyta silencing andreproach, but to.baviffiment and blood 
fomeofthem And vetsly of theMarcyrs of Je: 
iho have had his teftimeny and kept the Word of the pati- 
ence the Saimes Exod fince the firft Reformation, will be 
faund net tobe for, their {ufferings neither few nor light when- 
evertbar dying of judicious and leffed Ames al b accompli 
admit Mize thatia Marcysologie in of Church- 
under the. Bithops , (bowld\be compiled and publithed to 
ic. is come to tha among fl the 
Drvines and Chriftians there a6. was faidy, more bight in 
Church A ffemblies and adm iniftrai- 
purity, then ts fo ordinarily-to be met mithab. in others: 
ft all that have [ered for avd she fe T rethssthep 
any Erglith Nat 
only for thesr. ffferings here under the.imawity of thofe 
theie that faved behind thm, 


and there enconntring by Fath: and patiénces with a world of 
difficulties 
they wees with bint 
and 
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“parallell'd: wnleffe perhape. 

‘ther ‘ur of te for 

from she Land of Egypt. 

» Ani thefe are the ‘men, Chui 
dif{pucation now, put into th which deferves efteem and 
{omwhat the rather on this comet, becaule.it comes 
uch ae it dothy and vs about (uch a Subyelt ; even from men holy and 

learned and ts about that which they have [earched into, 
impartially and unprejudicedly,, | any men are ever hike todo 
Befides 5 that being themfelves Officers to Infticuted 
Churchesof Sass, sand this work of theirs being nextly and efpeciall 
for sbe fervice: of the Churches, 
and full an influence of the Spirit of Chrift, and were on allaccownts as 
compleatly wrapt within the promifefor theirs guidance, As men canon 
this fide Heaven. — Tea tts about thofe Truths which they have, and 
day fufer for ; and. therefore they-are as like Likely as muff o- 

communicate further light: in‘thefe po God: is: never 
| ome fpecial of ‘particular Grace 

art in itand with 


cement the looks upon-bimfelf. 
Civil: Magiftrates'of thax: Jurisdiction of the 

New-England he upon the River Conpectiquot, — 


of vhie Difputation whats bere’ shus the world, 
ing the refuls and product of th confuleatio and debates on this occa: 

of th. confulcations ana debates on this occa q 

frowhad, wh ich wasiby the E met together agreed to, and Acoor~ | 

dingly pre(emed,to the. Magiltrates of the: aforefad JurisdiChons 

her Sand d 


bt be before dark. 


fo, anh that and they {uch amimefities and as 
would afterwards more hardly be healed, than prevented. — 


 Thefe: Papers came fomse moneths ago England, and. i it was 
then in bss thon 


bts that had them tas 


there. would: have ordered the printing . a 
fince’ that st is.there done, he bath given way te the defres pres of fome 
Friends here, who and with bis hav 
ef them, that they now thus be made publick ; 
that shoes is done b will not be unacceptable to 


that 


1+ Thoms we fee, 
alk che Sains all 
he: the, fame: onthe heats of tbe 


yet’) i” 


as twoneedles of équall weight, at over rhe laad fare, 


posmts , 


iy 


ght forth in Judgment and perhaps prattife al- 


them. But, not hearing 
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Ave the [ame honour’ there appearing ring 
in them a fiudy refalved iv this Difpucation, before 
there was an of {uch a {earch | 
the wife Gad yonftill, fo 
ing on them and us, 1" an of light 

and glory, which he will. jas at laft. he 
with the txuths therein, baning in themfelves a to this 
dappy ends, the. smidwifeing thems by tke prefs 
cotamon ligkt, in with the aforefaid providence ( they bé- 
ng likely to have lien bid in a private band or two) cannot 
be lookt upon as at allinjurious to thofe honoured and reverend El- 
ders that wereshe Authors of them, others; for’tis 
here dont, the Errés pref) 


fe 
3 


dime concerning thofe Treatifes and much leffe 
att which s {aid ro page prefixed to 
Diftourfe af Chuch-Cowenarity. it were feue aver to Mr: 


bees deceived sx fome other Treatifes, which have gone abroad, and . 

generally beer upon, as the compilement of the Eiders in New- 
England whereas they hai but one private perfon for their Author. 
nthe-32 Queltions, the Anfwerer whereof was Mr. 
Richard Mathers wot avy other: Elder or Elders in New-Eng- 
Tand, .who Lkewife\ isthe. of the difcourfe concerning | 
Chorch-Covenant printed therewith which Latter he wrote for his 
peovate ufein Study, never ratending, vor sudecd conftmting 
fave 
who tt 
4 

called segether the: te confide of 

-clare shaiv jridgmients shent,, land af thofe. twenty; Lyf that. 4 


4 


the Monech 16'5 7 at Bofton New-Englandy: 
it ts not 


vhey will meet with now't 
fap They: now runthe {atte haxard with other wr;- 


tings of thes Some paffagesthere are whioh I fear will be 


by one kind of men. or other ferve their ovmhypochefis: was in 
my thanghts, having [ome fpecial advantage hereto ave 
fomething: as thofe for cntion of [uch an 


fball only fa ages in this 


New-England: have been accounted to prefeff receive 


jon as they will bear. fro m dec 


judgment. 
esther. their placform of “Charch Difeipli 


ines”: oy 


tings of and I doube not but it willbe found, 
warped from their 


evi 


| 


gs 
. 
< 
q the world in hana, in any of hus late mareprefemations of thems’; whan 
rather chufe to: s of New Etioland 
4 ¢ he above: others 
ut what courfe the 
out what t 
4 of the:degenerating of Chourches tn generations; 
4 and the and proftitw- 
additional contribution of hight, be broughe forth by them to 
us herein England, great caferf oars, shéveftoring of 
Sich of ovr Paris {hes asretain aiy thing of the effenve of a Church 
Dilputarrons comitig wader € wt will never repent any 
and the day of the Lord Felis ; anil; tha for. 


#y 


parents .be wader their Parents Co- 
-denant and members withthem, 

“Govenanting » in, Covenant allo, and fo 


(Church by divine Toftitution. “For, 


Arg. Ie - 


1 


| 
‘ » 
> 
Members of the a 


ftitarion, becanfe that Covenant doth inferre Church- 
Memberfhip, as. being the formal cauf€ thereof, For 


fible People: 


2e Mtay 


of , Awhereby 


nanting 
So 7.14. The word Holy as applied toany 
fort of perfons,antt oppofed isnot 


They chat are 
was made with Abrabane, Gen. 17. they atein 
Covenant, and Members of. the Church, by divine In: 


ople arein that Covenant arethereby 7 the 


or Church of God, 
with Dent: 19.12, 13. of 


Ape 


Abraham, and fo afterwards the People of Z/rael, was 


made and Sate the vifible Church of God.” 
that Covenant, which sever/Were in 
faving fate Of grace; Therefore tha. was the excernall 


or Church Covenant. ‘which Goa makes wish his vif- 
‘ble Church or People. “3. Citcumcifion fealed thar 


which wasmhe diftinguifhing mark be. 
and ofe. without -the Charch. 
But fome child¥eft are in that Covenant forfabQatice 
_ which was made with Abraham, Gen, 17.7, as appears 
by fandryScriptures,which being rightly confidered,and — 
‘comipated, do inf€rre shieicontinuance of the faloftance 
God isa God fo his People 
and their feed , under the new Teftament, Ads 2, 39 


Gah, 36. with Gen. 28: 4, Rom, 11-16, 17. the 


Churches .of the Gentiles do partake of the root of cove- 
“Abraham 2nd of Olive or Church eftate thereby: 


"in Sctipture‘ufed for leffe then Federal, or covenant- 
holineffe, but‘ is often nfed in that feafe, as ‘Ezr. 9. 
7. 6, and 14.2. 21. and 26. 19. and 28.9. 
‘3. 24. and Rem. 11.16. and where a covenant or 
eftate is afferted of children, what doth ic but ‘refer 
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vid che Pareete: 


‘Father, ‘And if Gentile Profelyces of old, 
"they and their children‘{hared in’ that farely 
Gentile. believezs now are not behind: them in thelike 
priviledge ; For the Gestile confederate believer jsal. 
a child of Gal. 3. 29, Rom.4. 
Therefore he hath covenant of which 
was a.pactern fubje@ , made with him, viz. Thac 
God will be his G » and the God of his feed, Luk. 
9. 
2. Such children ‘as are by Chritt ; affirmed 
co bave a place and portion in che Kingdome of Heaven, 
_ they have aplace and portion in the vifible Church , ands 
- foconfequendy are members thereof, Buc fo it is with 
fome children , math, 19. 144 Mark 10,14. Luk 18. 
16. The Propdéfition is evident, for the Kingdome 
_ of heaven or of God is fundry times ufed t@expreffethe 
viftble Church, or ‘Church eftate; Math.-25.. 1, and 
21. 43: and 8. 12. if the Difciples might or thould 
have kaownthat thofe childrea’\ wereto be admitced.to 


Chrift upon that ground , cher the Kingdome-Intereft 
of fach children was 4 knowable sad apparene 


und it of the Kingdomeof Glory, 


-rItany 
yet chacwoald the fame thing: For neither may 


the Church exclude chofe from ‘het: fellowthip, .who by 
Chrift bis are vifible heirs of Glory. » are 
any in ordinary coucfe heirs of the Kingdome of @ory, 

that are not o of Gods vifible Church, and Kingdome.of 
Graceherés Ahd what is there fpoken by ‘Chriftthim -— 
a ftanding truch, and. chatlander form of 


mannet 
the Kingdome peciall 
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cocontinucinforce imehe Chriftian Chare at the new! 

este. 3. 1f no children be members of i 

Chath then was not the Lord Jefas (whenachild)a 

member of vifible Church, but none pre 

fame ) will venture to fay fo of Chrift, 
Tf it were not fo, no childrerrthight be Bap- 

For-Baptifme being aChurch Ordinance, anda - 
{eal of being incorporated i into the Church; 1 Cor.12, 
33, and fucceeding circumc:fion, which was properto — 
 theGhurch, can be fubjects immediately capable 
thereof, but Church- ‘Nordoth the Power 

Officers, as fach, extend furthe: chen to the-Churchess 

as-they cannot judge, fo they may hor, them | 
tliat are without, or non-members, _ 
They thacare fome of the Difciples i 
edi in: Mat,.28. 19. are. Church-miembers: For as the 
cerm Difciples is ordinarily ufed for Church-Mem- 

bets, Ad. 6+ 1,2, 355, and 9.26. and 14. 22,23; 275 

and 28.27. and 29, with Chap. 21. 16. and 
Sovthis feafe thereof beft fuits ‘that place 
Matthew 28. 19, becaufe the Difciptes there: are the 
{ovmediate fubjec&ts of Baptifme, and fo of being called 

py God hismame,; the wonted Ticle of Church-Mem- 
bersyand becaufé they are fuch as are {ubje&ted to Chrifts 
School, t0-Chrifts Doétrine and Ditcipline, and tothe 
authoritative teaching of: ‘and -obferva> 
fome childsensare of the Ditciples 
ed in fome children: were fome' of * 


we 
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ifciple, Ags 15.20. whomithe 
falfe Teachers’ would: have reduced, -under'the yoke of 
cir¢ameifion, they were fome of thofe whom the Apo- 
files accounted Dilciples, or whom the Apoftles had 
‘Diflcipled: But fome children were fome of tho‘e,whom 
the falfe. Teachers would have reduced under the yoke 
ofcircumcifion,for they would have had both Gentile Pa- 
«rents and children circumcifed, after the manner ot Mo- 
0,15. with Exod.12,48 49. & ABs 21.21, And 
7 that the Apoftles cook in: children: with Parents-when 
they were converfant in, the work-of Di(cipling 
2e Some children are under the promifed teaching 
God, Ifs. 54.13. And the Word. chere ufedisren- 
dred Difciples, 8.16. 3. Some childgendovifibly 
‘belong to Chrift, Mark. 10.14, Fofh.22.24,25, Theres 
fore are Difciples. Compare Mat. to,42; with Mark 9.41. 
4) When Chrift faith, . Difciple all, Nations ; he bids 
gather che Gentiles into like covenant and Church-eftate 
the fabftance thereof) which hag. been the- portion 
ofthe; Fews, Therefore, he bids. Difciple: 
| They. are fubjects of:the Lords, vifibie 
 Spirienal Kingdom, fervants. and. children, of the Lords 


And shatj 


on right of Creation.onel 
-fervice s..but.of fpecial Red 


+ 


led: che Lords. Kingdom,,aod Houle, and/Family iashe j 
Scriprure;, But o.are fome children, 
It is Davids, Chrifts Spiritual Golpel Kingdon, 
hecherefpeaks of; and) 
ble Sanétuary;og Church. eftate. That fome children-ass 
‘unto cmptioni 


aire wichour the-wifible Kingdom of God, arevifibly'i 


are men delivered when th 


the Kingdom of Sacan: And then what yifible 


_ iehildrens capacity fo tobe, and the Lords Grace and Fa. 
-vour fo ro accept them, was not greater then; than 


now, That they are ‘ehildren, fons daueheers of 
fee Rom, 9. 4,26. Gen, 6.2. Ezek.¥6.20,21. & 


And how werethefe children the Lords children 
properly and meerly upon the account of internal and 
regeneration? For that was not found in many 
of'the children fpoken ofin che places mentioned; nor 
by Creation, for fo otters were Gods chil. 
a5 well 4s cthe-children’ of the Fews, and (othe 
 .daugheers of men were his daughicers as well’as the other 
his fons, Gen.c.2. Therefore they are faid to-be 
Gods children; becaufe of their'Covenant, and Charch — 
relation unto him , which“was common to all the chily 
dren of che. Church andto“noné' other, and fo, 
168. ‘being compared with 
no children bé! members‘ of the vifible. 
“Charch,’ ‘then we haveno well-grounded hope accord: 
ing to ‘ordinary -courfe of difpenfation , of the falvation 
anyedying: Infaries the reafon is, becaulefalvi: 
ton pertains tothe Church, J/a. 45.17 Eph 
Fob.4.22.° Luke +9 >. Thole thar. 


othe Kihedony’ of for he is the God ofthe world, 
cafe the” 1 Cor.5.5- 'Se 
five aed “die out-of the vifible Church. they 


lope faccording? ¢ 
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che all that die children: 
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of the Log: 
. Arg,8.Tffome children wereMembers of theChurch of 
Godin the old Teftament, then fome children are Mem- 
bers of che Church of God in the daies of the new Tefta- 
mene: But fome children were Members of the Church in. 


{ 


and to the Doétring of thé Scriptures) 


the time of the ofd ‘Teftament's' which though’a Tiuth, 


" evince and confirm ‘thus’; That children chen were in 


Covenan 


xprefly witnefled , Gen.17.7, Dent.29; 


And thar they were'in fucha Covenant, or 
‘{Oin Covenant, a5 to be Members of the Church that 


then was, appears, becaufe’ r. ‘They werein the fame 


Covenant’ that their Parents or elder petfons were 
and whereby they ‘were conftituced Members of the 


hurch,” Gen.t7.7. Deut.29.10,1 I, 12,1451 & 37-9. 


C26, 18, Fer.23.11, 7.38. 2, They were fiib- 


of a-Church-Ordinance, ‘never regularly applied'to 
of che Church, ‘viz. Circamcifion, Rom. 3,1,2. 
Phey were In other words, Members 


the Choe 
wiledges.” Rom 9.4, They were children-of che’ King- 


ch’ of Ifrael ) to whom pertained Charch pri- 


dom, and fuch as were capable of being caft'out of 
Church effare, therefore in it, Rom.11.20. 


7.7.15. King. 17.205 They were vifibly the 


people “were the oe Beek 16.8;20;210 
They were children of che Houfe of ifrael; as oppo~ 


fed to.dogs, ¢, Perfons out ofthe Church,’ Mat... 


24.26, Ina word, as of asthey are faid or implied tobe 


¥ 


, ofthe holy people; of the Lords’ 


apart of the holy feed, of ct he Loré 
people. of ‘iach ‘ofthe Circumcifion, of thofe whor' 


¢€ 
ry 
i 
x 
a 
© 
4 
ie.” 
4 
c 
» 
> 
receemed ORL OF 
« 
- » 


fae Chareh. of che Gentiles 
for kind the, thenif children were. Mem: 


childsen are.in. and of the one. Church as well as the’o- 
ther. Buechat the Church. Scate thea and now , was 
and.is effentially the fame, is evident, becayle itis the 
fame-Kingdom-of and:not anothers’ awhich is 


andthe {ame thepheard., in were, the F, 
and 


of the Lord, often are they 
cers, ofthe Church, 
-Burallche Queftion wi 


the Propofition, and-chat may be, cleared, 


the. Church,of the.old,. Teftamenc. the 
under..the aew LTeftament, be 


ken from them,. and fiven to ps, Mat. 21,43. 07 8,115 


12.,Qne.and the: {ame fhee pfald for,.kind , 

are fedow. heirs, with, the. fews of the bad 

partakers of the: fame promife; We. io the 


fame. root and Olive, from which. fome. ofthem ‘ were - 
broken off , in. which: ‘the Godl y.Fews sot broken off, 


did fill continue, and. into which the reft {hall be | 


ed in again in time, 2om,11,17,18,24.. The conver fion 


‘ofthe Gentiles is expreffed in fuch a manner, as to-be 
comiog:intoche Fews, and joynin 
phet mutt dwellin the Tents, of 
pot chat Shems Tents mutt be déftro yed, and-othér kind 


with them, as F4- 
tm, And 


Tents. buils for Faphet, to inhabit: Allvwhich do 
the is mot. effentially | 
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will that fuch Fews as were 
Gofpeliaco Church-eftate, were 
Gofpel; .and the: children lofers. by. 
rents Faith, inafmuch as chough in the former ftare , the — 
children were Members with the Parents, yetnowin 
the the children by. this affercion are all 
hen che children of thofeFems, Ags 2. 
Which teal the Sermon,. when their Parents wanted 
Faith, were in che covenant and Church-ftate with their 
Parents, are now after che Sermon, when their Pa- 
caftout or fallen out of the 
—Chureh. A ftcange and; harth. -Doétrine, that the Faith 
of:the Parents, fhould fet the; children furcher off from 


God 5 from. his Church. and chan they 
were before. Pho 


rents are become believ 


Again, If dhe con 


Thenalfowhea Sems thall be in the 


ies Of, the new. Teftament, the Parents malt be 


en in the Church wich them, ‘as for- 


in thefedaies, from chat which wa 
not in theel- 


is Still for our 
and therefore cove- 


foe mies but the : 


fequence be sth good, then it 
in by the 
great. lefers by embra- 


Members of che Church, but,not thechildreo, and fo 
they fhallibe in a worle condition than formerly, as not 


havin gheir; childr 
4 Be was. Buc befides the harfhneffe of fuch 3 conclu- 


»2 Extks +2552 
t that'the Lord made dif: 
ence between the ofhis.covenant and 


Gracetohis people 


former ti ¢as thefe 


gree; any alteration is 
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he -ig edlled’ eftablithed upon 
better promifes, Heb. 7 22. & 8.6. And from ‘hides 
thie the witich them; is 
how tdken Off; ‘the darKneffe: of “Types. ‘auth Shadows 
iS ty Wrethaved, atid liberty is ow given worlhip the 
“wheres whereas they were: for! many 
things tiéd Only to Fern and every congregationot 
Salts iS how's Charehi entive within ‘it felfy whereas 
thief congtesstion fuch: Charch + power 
Chiirch, things and fonve 
itis dh Bltération tor the “herter’ acid for oar advantage; 
But the Partieslar Queftion; If were 
ed’ Members ‘oF the tse nde here 
afteratich thade for theworter, not bers | 
not for our adyantage but for our Joffe itis; 
co hive aft our childret pat out ‘and 
change tity Bor Hid corning 
Yet OFany bt coridieion of perfons 2.10 
ifarely the child i minority tbe of ol 
be Pisin berter 
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Members of all tikélikood Ohritt 
§ = orhis Apoftles would have made mention of it : -Wit- 

Aind ‘hew ele fhould we:kaow 
/ 


ber-fhip and Baptifm 
Ci allowed 


; 


| 


which belongs:to childven under age Hene alfaada 
afte Argument to-prove the confequtnce:tbove men- 
vod Cs Cre tM, ’ 
§. once Church-membersanddonot 
continue tobe Churtch-members ftill, thentheir Mem> 
berthip mutt have’been repealed by the:Lordjwho alone 
pould:make {uch dn alteration: if any fhould affirm — 
thatthe. Lord hath done it, it lieth upoa ‘them ‘toprove 
it; and ‘to (hew when or where fuch:analreration was : 
made, or fuch arepeal may be found. But’inthe mean 
ume, ‘thougtrit be leffe needful to provethenegative, 
when-as the affirmative. (‘in fucha cafe ag this) "cannot 
bethewed; yeolet <thele confiderations amongftathers 
thacenight be named for that: parpofe be duly weighed, 
Lord tad made {uch am alteration; (thar 
_ mow undersche new Feftamenc. children fhould be 
413% And hetice the Afoftles writing 4 
Bpittes so: Charches) do fometimes exprefly' and di- 
apply their (peeches unto children, 6.5 Col. 
!feems: x6 imply thac they accounted chil- 
be parts and members-of thé Chutches ‘unto 
‘iva Apoftles fach aleeration , 
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“allowed to their. children, yetithat would:not. fatisfie 


them withont the Rite of circumeifion alfo, 44s 26.3, 
| 815.14 & 21.21.) And confidering alfo how they had 
age to age wonted to this covenant and 
-Church-eftate of their children Sure'y we fay , they 
would. have» made remarkable: ftand ac this, if 
the Apoftles had caughe or practifed this difcovenanting 
or unmembring: of all their children and the Apoftles 
would have needed both by preaching and writing to 
‘, have beftowed ‘much pains to have quieted them in this 
| fuch thing there is a deep and total fi- 


point: But of any 
Jenceinallthenew Teftamenr. 


years or con- 
ditions be fo, as, 1. Abfent children never brought tothe 
before their Parents Covenanting. 
Incorvigible of feven, ten, or tipelue yearsold. .4. Such 


Queft.s. Whether al children of what 
Church. 2. Born 


as defire not tobe admitted with their Parents, 


20f [ach av 


as are in. their minority, 
coyepant with cheir Parents ; therefore.not.all diildren 


Onely fach. children 


-of whatfoever, years md conditions. Wedanot hereby | 


exclude fuch as. being defective in their intetleGtuals, 
children in incapaciry.. That adule’ 
_ children are to covenant in their own -pertons fee 


to, Quel, 6. 2. Children in their minoric 
_abfent, cove 


nant, in, their Parents, .and are Members 
with them, Deut .29, Children. bern» before 
their Parents covenanting, | yet if in theic minoricy 
their. Parerfts.enter into. covenant, do covenant with 


and are Church-mem 


of Lydia, the J 


Javier and others were baptized, 
dren ia minority wh'ch.were born be- 


therefore [ome chil 


except we thall deny fo much as one chil 


‘nority: 
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notiry then alive in all thofe 4) There is no 
fufficient ( avileaft ordinarily :conclude 2 
child of even, ten, ior twelve years old tobeincorrigi- 
bie, because a child at the ages mentioned is infans in fo- 

ve Ecclefie, e, He hath no-voice noris capable of be- 
ing beard in a Church way, therefore not incorrigible 
as to the Charch, ‘Their obftinacy at the'years:mentio- 
ned isnot capital: By: Gods» Law; 5 Dest} There 
is ftill place for hope; Prov.t9.18. 22.15; Their 
defiring or not defiring in their own perfons during-the 
ages forementioned, to beacrended-ds the: ground 
of proceeding an: this) cafe, becaufe:che:ground thereof 
is the covenant: fourided upon Divine Inftitucion; and 
in-depending upon fuch childrens:defires.. 
TH wbatage ball they enter into Covenant 


with their Parents, whether fixtetn’,, twenty one; or 
y they 


| As long asiinarefpect of age or c2pacit 
camoc according t0.erdinary account, be feppofed :abie 
actin a macter of this nature for themfelves fo long 
thalteoter by meansof cheit Parents covenant , 
becaule whilft chey-are children :and instheir minority, 
they arenot otherwife capable of covenanting: When 
adult, they ‘are: to. covenant in-their:own perfons. 
aptecife and certain age may here-be prefcribed, furely iz 
go, at-leatt £0 far's:28 may 
‘Gen,t 7425. Where the Seal by 
his Fathers covenant at’ thirceen 
the bounding ofadule. and in-adule ages depending upos 
the judgment of prudence mach is to be left, unto the 
difcretion of Officers and .Gharehes in this cafe, 
What child ws from ir 
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by way eb whtab, 

Mei ly; Church, difpented by 

| advfemben thereof in cafe of puablick rebuke, : admo- 
11201 Inthe childfenia chieit minority , ‘ae 
fabjE& to. Ghurch hot i id 


the-Daty: 


urchtocal 
pon! mp children 
admonition of ivhe! Lord, fee as:muchas in 
—themilieth, thania doney: Eph. 6.4: 
seers of ordinary. dite 
3. Befides their fubjection to Ecclefiaftical Didi. 
ine; they:are al fofubjedt to civil iDilcipline tefpective- 
their capacity ; whether Domefticalb, 
Parent isscalled remove froin 
’ovenant which he removes, ‘Pan/ 
nor ‘enjoy tiviledges Member,” in 
the one Churet or former: 
not. 
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| Covenanting iia xtgandss of 


Méhencebe ‘Paréne cthus removing , into) 

odvenanty his. children themin him : 

. Jhechild and che powerof Government over\the child,’ 
Prdt,, svid ov ( 

uato! Parents; toinfertiithe difmiffon, 
ofthe-children them minority with:theme — 
duly childrett yee! cunder the: power ofthe Pa-, - 
ant removing withsebem, aveta 
atid: Toxtd tie drderlp difmified 
Parents, ocherwife they remain Members,of the Chusch: 
chey-were béfote.:) vot: 
the end: of a; Depaty: be; 
Fapply por incapacity) Children ries 


Covenint by Depatgy ab iorhers tbat 
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covenintoin 
Rerfons, cToqotvenant in ounewsppertons recording 
dition, is nothing elie 


f onr Faith, or 2 perfonaig 

aridity 
boshidthe tines ob 


i. 


) chiey thould bok 
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OF Afar, 215. 12) OF 
34,32. ‘So Fer. 505. A confiderable part "of which, 
Prophefie for it-extends it felf alforo the ages after 
Chrift) we have accomplithed Nehem: 10328, 
The Priefts:arid: Levites pa-. 
and cheir wives’; and theif fors:,, and their. daugh- 
ters, every that: had knowledge, and that had ua 
| derftanding, ‘did cleave untotheir Brethren ; their No- 
bles,*andentred into a covenant and anOath, to: walk 
Gods! baw’; fo'of the: times under the Law. tia 
‘Concerning the times: uader the Gofpel, :in 
Wereadof'the feed and off-fpring of Facob 
and Jfrael, chat when they thould’ he by and 
wor 
‘Writing; with theirhands, en- 
gage themfelves uncothe Lord. It is apart of inftieuted 
Gof pel: Worthip. The fame reafon which called the F2- 
to confeffion eallech the alfo a- 
dult.: Ie went for good reafon. 
of age, he fhall felf 
moremeet than that ofour Faithrthowld 
‘be made with our own mouths when weare able? God 
avoncheth them inthe fame day wtien they avouch him. 
_ fpecial: engagement of the adult perfon , to 
fdravhis covenant; 9,106. Lhave fworn and will | 
| s 10 Ino neil: ba 
ad uty (.cotapared with others \eSpecisl- 
ly conniiended inthe Seripeures; 
Of) viz. A Believer; Rom:10.10. ‘Every: believer is 4 
conkestor,’ che ‘matter, Truth,::4.¢ 
She Fels, ! Heb.3 Fhe 
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vidtorions- -éxeniplarineffe in. 
‘The bleffing upon the finc 


ey 


excluded, as re are. éatled Ina 


élat manner commends the 1ubjeQion of the obedience of 


the Church aftipulation of the Corinthians: Fromiits ex- 


cellency , 2'good Profeffion, 1 Tims.6.12. A:goodcon- 
feflion, v.13. Its giving glory unto 2 
ipect of men,: Rev, 
performance there- 


of, Heb,1t. 13,36. Mat.10.32.With the heart man be- 


fieverh unto righteoafneffe , and mith the mouth cons 
Fefhion'ts made unto falvation. bio | 

Queft.7. Whether ab large be 
yf a tothe participation of the Lords Supper, 


and the priviledges of votesand cenfaress wert 
ble of bus Parents at their firft entramce 

The holding foreh of Faith Repentancewith 
an abilityto examine chem(elves., by: way of confeffi sp, 
to che judgniene of Charityjwere all requirable in the 
Parent for:admiffion.inco the Church co tull communi: ; 


on, and the fame is requifice for the.regular admiffion of bit. 
the Parents child beidg bis full.com- 


>For the clearing, of ‘this Propofition: two things are to 
1: That'they areto have Fuith and Repen, 


tance, 2. this Pate and appear 
‘torhers,” 


on 
Firft, They an to have Fitth & ‘Becaule 


Examinationisttie duty, and and Repencanceare 


matter of their’ Examination, without. boch che bes 


ife of which, they cannot come ;orthily 
Supper, whichis the end of. theis examingr 


tion. 22) From thesend of che Lords whichis 


cll. 


See the plat- 
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and confirmations ’TisaSupperanda Seal... 

"Phat: cheir Faith. and Repentance ought to appear to 

others, ismanifeftchus ; The-Officers ought tobe 

and faithful ftewards, now-to fuch: it belongs not only to 

_difpenfea portion in reafon, but to fee alfo that thofeto 

-whonritvis difpenfed, ave. meesto receive their portion, 

12.42. Cor.4ca. The: Lords: Supper cannot regu. ff 
Jatly beadminiftred to any receiver; concerning whom 
-perfonally, according to Truth, in che jadgment of chari- 

the Minifter cannot fay, Take and eat, this is the 
body of the Lord Jefus which was given for you: Burt 
this: the: Minifter. cannos fay with good Conicience to 
any one upon his meer. having of Faith and Repentance 
without a wiftble holding forth of the fame to others in 
their own perfons:,. becaufe both the exercile of reafon 
exercife of Grace are requifite to the taking 
ating here required, As this proves che aflertion cone 
the Officers, proveth che. 
+ fame concerning the whole body, becaufe, in a regular 
@¢lebration of the Lords Sapper, the whole Church doth 
 jadgeallche partakers thereof to have {piritual commu, - 
with Chrift crucified, andope with another as one 
-bodyinhim. ‘Tt’ is the duty of the Charch and Officers 

-yefpectively ¢ as the keepers of the holy things ) foto. 
dilcern between the holy and prophane,, theclean,and 
‘ the unclean, as thac the Sacrament may onely be admi- 

nifteed worthy ‘tetcivérs Exick, 44,7, But 
‘thi€cannot be, except'thepremifed eflentiall requifices. 

made appear to them ‘in jadgment.of Charity, 

‘Ceming the powerof voting is. not rational that they. 

exercife'a Church-power as. ro-theadminiftration 

Church-Ordinances ; which. voting: iatplies who. 
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admic and retain unworthy Officers and) Menibers, and 
difcourage the worthy, and therefore power in the 


hands of fuch is nor for edification, but for deftrattion 


contrary to the mind of Chrift, 2 Cor.10.8. 
jimmcdiate Parents onely’, or of remote alfo? 
The Gofpel by Covenant feed, intends only 
the'feed of immediate Parénts in Church Covenant, 2s 
appears from The Parents: there{pokenof 
are immediate Parents, their Progenitors were Heathens. 
The Gofpel extends flor the extemal’ Covenant beyond 
immediate Parents’: If neither of the immediate Pa- 
rents be in Covenant ; ‘their: children are unclean; fee 
- the Text. The next Parent may bring in his feed , 
his Progenitors: be unbelievers ; and the: next 
‘Parents may cut off their feed, chough ‘the progent- 
tors be believers; witneffe the inftances of Iftmacland 
Fer. 9: 25, 26. ‘Ezek. 32.29. Pal. Malt 
Gen,21.10, Otherwife there can no generation be given, — 
where the Covenant Intereft oftpofterity ‘Can 
bounded Depinge ‘Shei’ us ewe 
make our ft e' contra 
| to ncrtable -intolle le “impari- 


 Queft.g. bond fervants 


ed children’ aad Infant-fervants , 


Adopt 
abfolutely ‘fabjected to the Government and 
pote of of Families as are in Charch-cove- 
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ahem, for. their: 


fame, Cowenang: ptiviledges. wish, ehicir narural.feed, we 

judge who, are like-minded, with 
practife herein: + “All which notwith. 

ftanding yet we defire> ac, prefent . toleave. this 
without all prejudice on tovafter free 
Ou 0. Whether the child admitted 
alfoa Deputy for his feed, with ut on before per 


fonalGovenanting, or without Grbefore like perfonal quali- 


fications in, kind, his Father when he | became 
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though fuch a Parent be 


their,own erfon herbert. We : 
ofpfich a is £0, baptized: 
Wen we -anlwer.-in thefe following, ‘Propoliti- 


lofants either of | whole, immediate Patents 


do contsderate: with: their | 
eforeC arch-members with 


Fre pof. the duty “of Infants grown 
ords 


made wish 
their Parents, Cove in chein one 
it is: Church, to call. u 


or all 
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pron to, be this s. whether the childiof a perfor 
joyoed.in Charch. Covenane by means of his or her.im- 
mediate, Parents. 


nor qualified for tull commuynioa , 
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performance of this great See the plate, 
form of Dif. 
cipline, cap, 


ith the examples: of 


cafe they underftand the grouacs of Re- 
ligion, are not feandalgus 
hantin their Own perions, 
Baptifm for them 


> 


Charch-Me 


~ 


nances and full communion} Dews:29.12,14: 2: Ghrom.ts« 
Chrom: 34.3132.) Where mentioned as the 
performance of a duty whereto they ftand obliged by 7 
the Covenant made in.their Infancy, 
 Propef.3. Being accordingly called thereunto, if af- 
and. other due-means with pati- 
ence ufed; they fhall refufe che 
- duty, orin. cafe they hall 
means applied ) any otherwife Continue Ic OUS> 1£12.6. 7. 
‘| isthe part of che Church to proceed. withthem.to the 
cenfure of excommunication, -becaufe the'Faéts menti- 
=i Chron. 15.236 Mat, 
18.17. 2 Cor, 5. 11. The/.3.6,14. And the perfons 
are Church-members, being-confederate with their Pa- 
| rentss/and-che Church, as admi- | 
Membe:s: thereot, ,withourte- 
{pect of perfons, according totheir capacity, 1,Gor.§.1 2% 
5.21, Add hereunto the inftance of «hole who 
are feparated from the Congregation, for ;their non-ob- | 
_fervance of that Covenant, 3,)7 8... Together 
Tfomael. ? ‘and. E/as, Noha 
she truth, of aflercion,: by way 
¢ Bap iim unto, shele | 
offcace and! not bapti« 
| 


Queftion tre Gharch. Members with: 
heretore the childrea in Queftion areto be bap 
thereof, whom the promi 
the fubitance thereof doth belong 
children in-Quetian are: children cove 
abani_ zs corthe fibitince thetieo 
~~ Therefore LK are tO 
renin’ the Taine ‘eftare with: thofe children 
‘Divine*to! be ‘applied “the ‘not 
‘the: for odoin remainig are 


Children in children in ie Gave 


tp 
aw 
5 


4 Tnifticetion: 


fo’ tot repealed," 
| 


ed. 


ont 


‘i 
4 
4 
| 
] 
| 
a 
Age 


unto children. regularly 


4 


Fhecontrary opinion, har the.Golpel bereaverh 


gree). orchen gory, gentage,. mercy , blefling and. 

thaein this re{pect ic calty reproach, yea brings difadvan- 
tages: a judgment, them Fafh.5«9. 
& Ti isfeemsto.be leffe Evaigeli-. 

and berter, not ‘to aod are the external 

cunto whom; the Gelpel both 

| ht to be baptized. 
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of the ‘Ta eae the Parents 
by death of cenftre, the memberhhip of the Ehild remain 
ech ftill. The memberthip of the child is the mein 
kind with , and not inferiour to the memberthip of the 
“Parent. Memberthip is Relation, and’ cherefors ad- 
not of magis and minus, more or Ieffe: Members 
dré’ Better or worfe and Communion is more of leffe ; 
but memberfhip admits not of degrees. Benjamin an 
Infane, but of an’ hour old, isas truly afon as Reuben, 
a man of twenty two-years of age, The child is bapti: 
by-vertue ofhis own memberfhip, and by vertue 
of his Parents “memberfhip. The Parents’ deah 
‘fach’ perfotis in queft‘oti, “who being! dead or 
neceffarily either’ did or do: gi ive the Churches 
caufe in judgment ‘of charit look at them as 
as had they’ beer called thereunto would 
{o atted : For in Charity that‘is here 
‘tively; which i is ‘mentioned id thie fourth Propotitio 
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to the premifes, yet before they 

= admitted to ond (4 the onde 
they tuftfo hold forch their Faith — 

Fen ffion in the congregation, as it may appear unto 
the Church, that they are ab!eto examine them({elves 


diftemn ‘the ‘Lords body. ‘See'the proof hereof io 


Quelt wher ber children begotten by 
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Adguments for: the Negative... Perfons 
feed, belongs under the Gofpel ‘onely, to che feed 
of immediate Parents in Covenant. 24 Excommani- 
-cateParents are to be looked ar in 
Heathens and:Publicans:now the Church ought nor to 
|. baptize the children of thofe which the is to.account as 
Heathens children ar¢unclean, 
3. To baptize. the children of theexcom> 
is to have Church communion withtheex, 
COME Bat Olt; were. forbidden to have 
civil communion 1 Gor, We, are much — 
forbidden to have: “Church Communion 
‘with 
a: child born of 4 cenfarable 
Anf. “We anfwer affirmatively. Becaufe the child 
smember by ivertue Of-hiscpvenanging with 
|. ‘his Parents. Becanleceh fourdari rion of the 
membecthip- of. the: child:,--is) Divine | 
= imputes the Covenant only: 


fom ching but foamddens not alle 
aber) 
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for fcandalous fins: Mat, 
11, Confequently, for ignorance and 
_ inexperience wher fcandalous, for allotgnorance aod in- 
experience though blameable, 1s {candalous, Rem. 

14 t. 
Whether Members Child muff only 
is a duty ofa Members child toexamine him: 
felf, yer he is alfo fubject co om 
- 
vey. ‘Becaute the Elders are to give. an. account, 
which neceffarily ‘prefuppofeth that God hath. given 
them power in fome refpects to take an account, Heb. 3¢ 
17. 8.37: 

“ay Eepertaineth to: them. torfee thar theboly things 
be tide ‘defiled, by the acceffe of any unclean and 
worthy. perfon Extk. 23. ‘hal 6,7, 90% 
Toteach by queftion iad che moft pros 
for ‘the inftruGtion and edification of the 
younger fort, arid‘is commended octafionally, to the 
pracifeotthe ‘Charches; Gal6.6.0 
Queft.r6. whether only offic rs examine in prc 
orelfepublike before she Charch? 

Concerning their examination bythe Eldersin 
private, the former reafons conclude affirmatively , 
whereunto may be added occafionally that F ames and“ 

quiet tran ck, Acts 
21 92,330" Tis 
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thereunto, yer alwaies orderly, 
of the Presbytery, afid: the 


fequ 


| is to be looked at as conducing tothe 


oftheir 
fore 


are comtinuallyto 


trmedichildrén ‘thought 


Publick alfo to be regular 
edification or due fatisfaétion of the Church calling 
that is, by approbation 
immediate propofal- of 
Queft.17. Whether the grown Members Child 
muft not be examined of his Charitable experiences, 


before Baptifms well mesbefart the Lords: Sup- 


We think the 


of chi‘dren, concerning the Principles of Religion’ ac- 


cording to their capacity,, before they be baptizeds-If 
children {poken of in the queftion; beyer mcheic 


their righe 
y the Covenane made tn their Parents:; 


cation, but.not to. the ‘being Hf their Bap- 


beglule) they hey are co give anacgount 
rice, imtheitioivn 
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Faith, i e. The meer 
“knowl ge of the fundamental Doctrine of Faith and 
life :bue:alfo fach ayholding forth of Faith 
Repentance, as unto judg fent of Charity fheweth 
4n\ ability’ to examifie themfelves and to difcern the 
is' requifite:to' fit a Members child for all. 
Ordinances and Priviledges ,and. his blameleffe life 
_ notwithftanding, a Members “child is to be examined 
eoncetning-the other qualifications. 
_Thae~both the having and holding forth of Faith and 


ate requifite to fit for all fee 
blameleffe 


fufficient oholdforeh chefe 
pears’; 

Ag Hiftorical Faith: as facts. is 

A blameleffe life i is either ta Sen 
the: exvernab man to rhe Letter, as exempts 
‘from cenfure, Afst.19.20. Phil.3.6. Or forfachacom — 
formity:of the whole man. as in j jadgment of Charity 

€ommends:2 perfon tothe Confcience ofthe beholder, 
mgAbblamelefie ilife! ia: the’ firft fenfe is not: fufficient to 
~qualifie for all Ordinances, for our fitneffe thereurr 
‘the: Riale:calieth for a bhimelefle life in the {econd 
8519!) amis: 2.21.0. Befides the 
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One of Ifraelis not to be limited by manor Angel, as to 


gather to continue impenicency, | 
An ingeauous and. folemn profeffion.oftepentance; =. 

nothing appearing ©. | 
ere repentance in the of Charity, 


Whether, acakember under offence and not 


_ for repentance, 


| but the holding forth of repentanceinthe 


fay in words: repent, .and;to. gainfay it in 


sively be denied the Lar 


the. Church ican Author 
2} Anfit. 
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‘sng’ he relapfe inte the fame grof evils, as lying, flander, 


op 
peat 


prefs, Sec, He be ta bé forgiven, and- not ceyfer 
Anf, Though we alwaies acknowledge that the Holy . 


thedifpenfation of bis Grace, yet fo tar as weremember 
the Scriptures, feventy times feven times; i.¢. 490 piers: 

_relapfes into the fame grofle fin, and repentanceis an = 
‘jmftance not extant there. Without thefruits meer 

we are not called to: for give, Me. 3.8: 


Notwithftandinga Brother offends feventytimesfe- 
ven times, thatis, many times, a definice number be- 
ing put for an indefinite, yet whilft God enables him to 

‘itis our duty toforgive, “Tis nor the number 


offender , that is the meafure of- our forgivenefle , Mat: 
18:22. .As God. for. Chrifts fake forgave: us, fo, 


ought we to forgive one. another Ephef.’ 4. 


ing to the contrary, is tobeaccepted as 


oo Queftiat.: 
with the higheft Cenfurts camauthetita- 
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becaule the'power thereof isonly Welegatedco that fub- 
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deny the Membet his Supper, 


The: ‘Charch deny unto. 


hises acceffe Lords: Supper’, untill the 
regularly judged shim) to be an offen 


| 
he cenfare of the firft ad ery 


Church doth judicially’ declare a Member to be an 
fénder's. cherefore till the admonition be paft, 
Member cannot Authoritatively be denied communi- 

oninthe Lords Supper, or. other Charch: -priviledges, 
becaufe of offence. 


‘4a Afver:the fentence of. Admonition is patt, the of 


‘fender now admonifhed ; may be ( yea thereby is ) Au- 
-thoritatively: -denied come unto the Lords Supper, 
and to-vore in the Church, : ‘becaufe he is judicially un- 


22, 86720, °21. . Mat, 5. 23, 24. 
Though he be not yet Cenfared with the Cenfure of Ex- 
communication, 

Alb which nocwithftanding, there are 
ina’Brother apparently difctrned be in a condition 
rendring him ‘(thould he fo proceed to the Lords Sup- 


per ) an unworthy Communicant, may and6 ie 


tobe advifed to forbear, Panda 
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